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Redbrick compares over 120
mortgage packages across 18
banks in Singapore.

We make your home financing a breeze

Visit redbrick.sg to find out the best financing options on your property today.

WELCOME

YOUR HOME IS THE ART OF YOUR LIFE

What does a home mean to you? Factually, it's a residence, a place where you live
permanently. It's made of walls, windows, and doors, which can keep people out,
keep people in, or open freely so all may enter and leave as they wish. Emotionally,
though, the definition of the word 'home' means different things to different people.
But, at its heart, it means the same thing that soft place to land that supports us, our
shelter, our oasis of comfort.

Itis a journey to get there though. A rollercoaster of highs and lows, of exhilaration and
anxiety, of love and hate. At Redbrick Homes, we get that.

We understand that renovating a home can be one of the most stressful and yet
satisfying things a homeowner can do. It's not hard to understand why, because there
is a seemingly endless list of decisions to be made.

It doesn't matter whether you're a first-fime owner or a seasoned pro. there's just
something about embarking on a new renovation. It's like going on a date. Deny it all
you want, but the butterflies in your stomach are there.

And that's why, we've combed the streets, spoken with the best in the field, spent hours
in research to put together the Art of Home, a guide to all you need to know to design
your dream home. From material finishes, to sanitaryware to colours, we've got it
covered. We've even included a nifty planner to guide you through the renovation
process!

So, enjoy our labour of love. And remember, have fun designing your dream home.
Infuse your home with your personality and let it be the art of your life!

Love,
The Redbrick Homes Team
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RELAX
BETTER

Choosing the right mattress isn't just
about comfort, it's about your health
and the environment too. While many
focus on price, understanding why
natural latex matiresses command a
premium can help you make a better
investment in your sleep.

The Science Behind Better Rest

Your matiress does more than just
provide a place fo lay your head.
During sleep, your body undergoes
crucial restoration processes, from
muscle repair to memory
consolidation. A supportive matiress
maintains proper spinal alignment,
reduces pressure points, and helps
regulate body temperature all
essential factors for achieving deep,
restorative sleep.

SLEEP ISN'T JUST
ABOUT CLOSING
YOUR EYES; IT'S
ABOUT
SURRENDERING
TO NATURE'S
EMBRACE.
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Understanding Different Mattress
Types

Natural Latex

Derived from rubber free sap,
natural latex matiresses offer
exceptional durability and eco-
friendly benefits. They're naturally
hypoallergenic and provide
excellent temperature regulation,
perfect for tropical climates.
These mafttresses can last up to
15-20 years while maintaining their
shape and support.

Memory Foam

Known for its body-contouring
properties, memory foam adapts
to your body shape, providing
personalized support. However,
some users find it retains heat and
may contain synthetic materials.

Spring Mafttresses

Traditional spring mattresses offer
good airflow and a familiar
bouncy feel. Modern versions
combine innersprings with various
comfort layers, though they might
transfer more motion between
sleep partners.
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Hybrid Mattresses

Combining different materials,
hybrid mattresses aim to offer the
best of all worlds — the support of
springs with the comfort of foam
or latex layers.

Impact on Mood and Well-being

Think of your mattress as your
body's charging station. When you
sleep on an inadequate mattress,
it's like trying to charge your phone
with a faulty charger. Here's what
happens:

e Your siress levels increase
because your body never fully
relaxes during sleep

e Your brain can't process
information as quickly the next
day, similar to running a
computer with low RAM

e Your energy tanks because
your body spent more energy
frying to find comfortable
positions than actually resting

Quality vs. Cost: The Long Game

PREMIUM BASIC

May need replacement every 3-5
years

Last longer (15+ years for quality latex)

Maintain support and comfort
consistently

Can lose support quickly

Often come with better warranties

Might contain lower-quality
materials

Use higher-grade materials

Could lead to health issues over
time

Choosing the Right Mattress for Different Needs

COUPLES

Excellent motion isolation

Hypoallergenic materials

CHILDREN

Easy movement (not too soft)

Redbrick Homes

Sizing Up Your Sleep Space

The size of your mattress affects more than just
physical space; it influences your sleep quality
significantly.
particularly benefit from a king-size mattress,
which offers ample space fo move without
disturbing their partner.

Light sleepers sharing a bed

ELDERLY

Customizable firmness on each side

Medium firmness for growing bodies

Edge support for safety

Temperature regulation

Durability to withstand jumping

Pressure relief for joints

Adequate size (King recommended)

Non-toxic materials for safety

Potentially adjustable bases

Modern manufacturers now offer
innovative solutions like split
firmness options, where couples
can customize each side of the
mattress to their preference. For
taller  individuals,  extended-
length  mattresses  (210cm  or
220cm) prevent the discomfort of
dangling feet and potential
lower back strain.

The Durability Factor

When we talk about durability,
natural latex emerges as the
clear leader in longevity. These
matiresses can maintain their
supportive properties for 15 to 20
years, significantly outperforming
fraditional options. Beyond mere
longevity, they excel in
maintaining consistent  support
and body conformity, promoting
proper spinal alignment
throughout their lifespan. While
spring matiresses typically serve
well for 7-10 years and memory
foam for 8-10 years, the extended
lifespan of natural latex makes it
a compelling long-term
investment.

The Practical Aspects

Remember to consider practical
elements like your bedroom size,
ventilation requirements, and
furniture placement when
making your final decision. A
mattress that's perfect in the
showroom needs to work just as
well in your home environment.
Consider factors like delivery
access and whether your existing
bed frame will accommodate
your new mafttress choice.
Through careful consideration of
these elements, you'll be well-
equipped to select a matiress
that not only provides
comfortable sleep but also
serves as a worthy investment in
your health and well-being for
years to come.

Health Conscious Choice

Dormiente's commitment o
health goes beyond basic
comfort. Their mattresses are
certified free from over 200
harmful chemicals and endorsed
by prestigious organizations like
Global Organic Latex Standards
and Global Organic Texfile
Standards.

"Modern living exposes us fo
countless pollutants,” notes
Dormiente. "Your bedroom
should be a sanctuary free from
harmful chemicals." This s
particularly crucial for those with

allergies, sinuses, eczema, or
psoriasis.
Where to Find Your Perfect
Match
Experience organic latex

mattresses with customizable 7-
zone orthopedic support. Currently

offering a special $50 cash
voucher with every maftress
purchase.
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Imagine spending your life savings on your dream
home, only to discover water seeping through walls,
electrical issues, or structural problems after moving
in. This nightmare scenario is more common than
you might think, even in Singapore's highly
regulated property market.

Why Inspect Your New Home?

"A new home doesn’t always mean a flawless one,"
says Absolute Inspection. Even  brand-new
developments can have defects. Recent years
have shown that even prestigious developments
can face significant defect issues. From water
seepage fo structural problems, these issues can
turn a dream home into a costly nightmare. As
property values continue to rise, protecting your
investment through thorough inspection becomes
increasingly important.

Understanding Home Inspections

A thorough home inspection is your first line of
defense against potential property issues. While
many excited homeowners rush straight into
renovation, assuming their new property is defect-
free, professionals recommend a different
approach. Home inspection isn't just about spotting
visible flaws, it's about identifying potential problems
that could cost you significantly in the future.

Common Misconceptions

Many excited homeowners rush straight into
renovation, assuming their new property is defect-
free. Others attempt DIY inspectfions armed with
checklists from the internet. While you might spot
visible issues like stains or cracks, detecting problems
with electrical, plumbing, or structural systems
requires professional expertise.

Even when defects are found, describing them
accurately to confractors can be challenging.
Technical terms matter - miscommunication often
leads to incorrect repairs or disputes about what
constitutes a genuine defect.

Hidden Costs of Skipping Inspection

Beyond immediate repair costs, undetected defects
can lead to decreased property value and
escalating maintfenance expenses. The emotional
toll can be significant too, with homeowners facing
stress, anxiety, and disrupted family life.

10

ROOT

Some issues only surface after move-in, such as pipe
leakages or water seepage from neighboring units.

The Right Time for Inspection

One recent case in Singapore ftells a cautionary
tale. A family purchased a resale landed property
without a pre-purchase inspection. Soon after
moving in, they discovered extensive water
seepage problems.

Every rainfall meant scrambling to place clothes
and containers to catch leaking water. The indoor
air quality deteriorated due to mold growth,
affecting their health and quality of life.
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The Professional Approach

A comprehensive inspection process typically
involves three phases: initial defect identification,
review with developers or contractors, and
verification of rectification works. During the
defects liability period (DLP), legitimate issues
can be fixed by the main contractor at no cost —
a significant  benefit many homeowners
overlook.

Smart Tips for Homeowners

Smart homeowners supplement professional
inspections by reading BCA publications,
consulfing construction sector contacts, and
joining project-specific social media groups.
These resources provide valuable insights into
potential issues and maintenance requirements.

Redbrick Homes

A SOLID FOUNDATION
BEGINS WITH A SOLID
INSPECTION.

Expert Support Available

Absolute Inspection offers homeowners up fo
20% off on their comprehensive inspection
packages. Their certified inspectors deliver
detailed assessments and provide lifetime
technical consultations to address any laftent
defects that may arise after the inspection.
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YOUR HOME
SHOULD BE A
SANCTUARY,
NOT A
HAVEN FOR
PESTS.

control

Choosing the right pest
approach may seem overwhelming,
especially when you're ftrying to
protect your home from unwanted
visitors. Here's what you need to know
about keeping your space secure
and comfortable.

Spotting the Signs Early

Your home might be harboring
unwelcome visitors  without  your
knowledge. Those small dark spots
near your kifchen cabinets? They're
not just dirt, they might be telling a
bigger story. Common household
pests like cockroaches, ants, and
rodents leave subtle clues before their
presence becomes obvious.
Understanding these early warning
signs can save you from a full-blown
infestation.

Know Your Enemy

Different pests require different
approaches. Mosquitoes breed in
standing water and are most active
at dawn and dusk. Cockroaches
prefer dark, warm spaces and are
attracted to food residue.

Ants leave chemical frails for their
colonies to follow, which is why you
often see them marching in lines.
Understanding these behaviors helps
you tackle the problem at its source.

Your First Line of Defense

Creating an unwelcoming
environment for pests starts with
simple  habits.  Clean  kitchens,

properly stored food, and regular
garbage disposal make your home
less attractive to unwanted visitors. Fix
leaky pipes that create moisture-rich
environments, seal enfry points
around utilities, and keep your yard
free from debiris. These small steps can
make a big difference in preventing
infestations.

DIY or Professional Help?

While that can of insecticide might
seem like a quick fix, sometimes it's
like putting a bandaid on a broken
arm. Minor issues can often be
handled with store-bought solutions,
but larger infestations  require
professional expertise. The key is
knowing when to make the call.

The Cost of Waiting

Small pest problems can quickly
escalate into expensive nightmares. A
single pair of rodents can multiply into
a significant infestation within months.
What might cost a few hundred
dollars to address early could furn info
thousands in repairs and tfreatments if
left unchecked.

When to Call the Experts

» Persistent infestations
despite DIY efforts
o Mulliple signs of pest

activity

» Unusual sounds in walls or
ceilings

e Health concerns from

pest presence

A customer from Agro Technic shares
their experience. Sarah, a
homeowner in Singapore, ignored
occasional ant sightings until she
discovered a full colony behind her
kitchen cabinets. "What started as a
few ants turned info a complete

kitchen renovation," she recalls.

Redbrick Homes

“If only we had addressed it
sooner." After seeking professional
help and implementing preventive
measures, her home has remained
pest-free for two years.

The Scientific Edge

Modern pest confrol goes beyond

simple sprays and traps. Today's
solutions use advanced
understanding of pest behavior,

environmentally conscious materials,
and targeted approaches.
Enfomologists study pest behaviors,
life cycles, and confrol methods to
develop more effective and safer
solutions. This research has led to
innovations like mosquito traps that
use specific aftractants and eco-
friendly repellents that don't harm
beneficial insects.

At Agro Technic, experienced field
professionals and a resident
enfomologist in the R&D department
work tirelessly to develop, test, and
implement cutting-edge pest control
technologies.

Making Informed Choices

As Agro Technic experts explain,
choosing the right pest control
approach depends on
understanding both the problem
and available solutions.  Their
research shows that combining
prevention methods with targeted
freatments  offers the  most
effective long-term protection.

Currently, theyre offering a
special 20% discount on their BG
Home Mosquito Trap, making
professional-grade pest confrol
more accessible for homeowners.
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KEEP YOUR

COOL

In Singapore's tropical climate, air conditioning
isn't just a luxury, it's essential for comfortable
living. Yet many homeowners only think about
their air conditioning system when problems
arise. Understanding how to maintain and care
for your air conditioning unit can save you
money, improve your home's air quality, and
ensure comfortable temperatures year-round.

Beyond Basic Maintenance

Many homeowners don't realize there's a
significant difference between regular servicing
and chemical cleaning. While routine
maintenance, recommended at least twice per
year, helps maintain performance and prevent
issues, chemical cleaning serves as a deeper
remedy. This intensive process involves fully
dismantling the fan coil when airflow becomes
blocked or unpleasant odors develop.

Smart Cooling Solutions

The evolution of air conditioning fechnology has
brought exciting innovations fo Singapore
homes. Smart air conditioners now offer voice
control features, eliminating the need for remote
controls and providing convenient temperature
management. These advanced units allow
homeowners to maintain optimal comfort while
potentially reducing energy costs

Space Matters

Different housing types in Singapore present
unique air conditioning challenges. Landed
properties offer the most flexibility with their
higher ceilings, accommodating various opfions
including ceiling and ducted units. nts, while HDB
BTOs maintain a standard height of 2.6 meters.

Leading manufacturers have responded by
developing designs that work within these space
constraints while meeting consumer demands.

The Secret to Energy Efficiency

Want to keep your room cool throughout the
night while managing costs¢ The key lies in
avoiding frequent on-off cycles. Each fime your
air conditioner restarts, it uses double the energy
to cool down the room. Instead, maintain a
constant, slightly higher temperature with
increased fan speed for optimal efficiency.

Preventing Mould and Bacteria

Singapore's humidity poses unique challenges for
air conditioning maintenance. Good ventilation
remains the fraditional but effective solution.

COOL COMFORT
STARTS WITH A WELL-
SERVICED AIR
CONDITIONER.

The operatfion mode also plays a crucial role
using cool mode with three fan bars helps
prevent condensation problems that can lead
tfo mould growth.

A Story of Problem-Solving

Sometimes air conditioning challenges require
creative solutions. One touching case involved
an elderly couple desperate to replace their air
condifioning unit without dismantling their built-in
cabinets, which held precious memories of their
life tfogether. After spending two hours carefully
assessing the situatfion, Amyth Aircon service
technician found a way to install the new unit
while minimizing damage to their cherished
cabinetry demonstrating that with patience and
expertise, even complex problems can be
solved.

Indoor Air Quality Matters

A well-maintained air conditioner does more
than just cool your space it plays a crucial role in
maintaining healthy indoor air quality. Regular
maintenance removes accumulated dust, mold,
and bacteria that can affect your family's
health. This is particularly important in Singapore's
urban environment, where outdoor air quality
can vary significantly.

Redbrick Homes

When to Consider Replacement

While regular maintenance can extend your air
condifioner's life significantly, there comes a time
when replacement becomes the more cost-
effective option. Signs that might indicate the
need for replacement include:

* Increasingly frequent repairs

* Rising energy bills despite  regular
maintenance

* Inconsistent cooling performance

e Units over 10 years old showing significant
wear

Expert Care Available

Professional air conditioning services have
evolved significantly in recent years to meet
Singapore's unique climate challenges. Amyth
Aircon Service now offers comprehensive care
packages that combine regular maintenance
with chemical cleaning options when needed.
According fo Amyth Aircon Service,
homeowners who invest in professional care
often see significant improvements in their unit's
performance and longevity. Their technicians
emphasize the importance of choosing a service
provider who understands the specific
requirements of different property types and can
offer tailored solutions for your home's needs.
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DEEP CLEAN
DEEP BENEFITS
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Living in Singapore's humid climate presents
unique challenges for homeowners trying to
maintain a pristine living environment. From
persistent mould to post-renovation dust,
keeping your home truly clean requires more
than just regular dusting and mopping. As our
homes have become central to both work and
relaxation, the importance of a thoroughly clean
living space has never been more apparent.

The Science Behind a Clean Home

What many homeowners don't realise is that
surface cleaning barely scratches the surface of
what's lurking in our homes. Hidden dust mites,
bacteria, and allergens can significantly impact
our family's health. Professional cleaners
understand the different types of dirt and stains,
knowing exactly which eco-friendly products
and techniques will effectively eliminate them
without harming your family or the environment.

Singapore's Unique Cleaning Challenges

Our tropical climate creates specific challenges
for homeowners. Proper ventilation is crucial in
preventing mould buildup, especially in homes
that frequently use air conditioning. Professional
cleaners recommend using fans and regularly
airing out your home by opening windows. For
homes that rely heavily on air conditioning, a
dehumidifier becomes essentfial fo maintain
optimal indoor air quality.

The Hidden Benefits

Beyond the obvious aesthetic appeadl,
professional cleaning services offer surprising
mental health benefits. Studies show that a
clean, organised space can reduce stress levels
and improve overal well-being. Many
homeowners report befter sleep quality and
increased productivity after implementing
regular professional cleaning schedules.

Common Oversights in Home Cleaning

Even the most diligent homeowners often miss
crucial areas during regular cleaning. These
include air vents, under heavy furniture, window
tracks, and light fixtures. These overlooked
spaces can harbor dust and allergens that
affect indoor air quality. Professional services
ensure these often-forgotten areas receive
proper attention.

Redbrick Homes

The Upholstery Challenge

Your furniture requires special attention too.
Professional upholstery cleaning noft only
removes visible stains but also eliminates hidden
dust mites and bacteria. The process involves
specialized enzyme cleaners, deep
shampooing, and exfraction techniques that
restore furniture while extending its lifespan. A
professional clean can fransform a tired-looking
sofa info one that looks and feels new again.

Post-Renovation Nightmares Solved

Post-renovation  cleaning presents unique
challenges that require expert knowledge. One
recent case involved a new homeowner faced
with stubborn cement stains left by renovation
contractors. With just one hour's notice, a
professional cleaning team arrived and applied
specialised acid washing techniques to remove
all fraces of cement, transforming the space into
a move-in ready home within four hours.

Maintaining Your Clean Home

While professional deep cleaning is essential,
maintaining cleanliness between visits doesn't
have to be overwhelming. Experts recommend
creating a simple daily cleaning routine,
focusing on high-traffic areas, and addressing
spills immediately. Regular professional cleaning
schedules can be tailored to your lifestyle and
home's specific needs.

LIFE'S TOO SHORT FOR
CHORES; LEAVE THE
CLEANING TO THE
EXPERTS.

Expert Solutions Available

Homeowners can now enjoy up to 15% off when
they book Amyth Aircon Service for any three
services together. With their eco-friendly
approach and expertise in  addressing
Singapore's unique cleaning challenges, they
have helped countless homeowners maintain
healthier and cleaner living spaces.
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CREATING

YOUR
DREAM

KITCHEN

They say the kitchen is the soul of every home,
where culinary dreams come tfo life and
memories are made around delicious meals. At
the center of every great kitchen lies a
thoughtfully chosen collection of appliances that
transforms cooking from a daily chore into an
enjoyable experience.

Essential Cooking Equipment

The foundation of any kitchen begins with the
cooking hob, arguably the most crucial element
in your culinary arsenal. For those who love Asian
cuisine and require precise heat control, a gas
hob remains the gold standard. The instant
response of gas flames allows for perfect

stir-frying and precise temperature adjustments,
making it invaluable for complex dishes. Modern gas
hobs come equipped with safety features and
elegant glass surfaces that combine functionality
with contemporary aesthetics.

For the minimalist cook who values energy efficiency,
induction hobs offer a compelling alternative. These
sleek surfaces heat only when in confact with
compatible  cookware, providing remarkable
precision while maintaining a clean, modern
appearance. While they may require specific pots
and pans, their safety features and easy cleaning
make them increasingly popular in contemporary
homes.

Above your cooking surface, a well-chosen hood
proves essentfial for maintaining a fresh kitchen
environment. Modern hood designs range from
subtle intfegrated models to statement pieces that
become the focal point of your kitchen. Retractable
hoods offer an elegant solution for smaller spaces,
discreetly sliding away when not in use, while
powerful chimney-style hoods cater to serious cooks
who frequently prepare elaborate meals.

LIFE’S TOO SHORT FOR
CHORES; LEAVE THE
CLEANING TO THE
EXPERTS.

Modern Innovations

The air fryer has revolutionised home cooking, offering
a healthier approach to traditionally fried foods. Using
rapid air circulation fechnology, it creates crispy,
golden results with minimal oil. From perfectly crunchy
wings to crisp vegetables, this appliance has earned its
counter space in modern kitchens by combining
convenience with healthier cooking methods.

For coffee enthusiasts, a well-equipped coffee station
has become non-negotiable. Whether you prefer the
ritual of grinding fresh beans for your morning pour-over
or the convenience of an automated espresso
machine, modern coffee makers cater to every
preference. Premium models offer programmable
brewing schedules, built-in  grinders, and even
smartphone connectivity for the perfect cup of coffee.

Redbrick Homes

The Baking Corner

A built-in oven transforms your kitchen into a
complete culinary workspace. Modern ovens go
far beyond simple heating, offering multiple
cooking modes that furn amateur bakers into
confident pastry chefs. The latest models feature
intuitive controls, precise temperature
management, and even smart connectivity for
remote monitoring. For families or enthusiastic
entertainers, double ovens provide the flexibility
to simultaneously prepare different dishes at
varying temperatures.

A built-in oven transforms your kitchen into a
complete culinary workspace. Modern ovens go
far beyond simple heating, offering multiple
cooking modes that furn amateur bakers into
confident pastry chefs. The latest models feature
intuitive controls, precise temperature
management, and even smart connectivity for
remote monitoring. For families or enthusiastic
entertainers, double ovens provide the flexibility
to simultaneously prepare different dishes at
varying temperatures.

The microwave convection oven has evolved
from a simple reheafing appliance info a
versatile cooking companion. These dual-
purpose appliances offer traditional microwave
convenience while incorporating convection
technology for proper baking and roasfing. In
smaller kitchens, they provide an efficient
alternative to a full-sized oven, capable of
everything from defrosting to baking a perfect
cake.
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Specialty Companions

The stand mixer has transcended its basic
function fo become an indispensable kitchen
ally. Beyond mixing batters and kneading
dough, modern stand mixers accept
aftachments that fransform them intfo multi-
functional workhorses. From pasta making to
meat grinding, these versatile machines justify
their counter space through sheer functionality.

For those who appreciate the comfort of home-
baked bread, a breadmaker offers convenience
without compromising quality. Modern units
handle everything from basic white loaves to
artisanal creations, with programs for gluten-free
options and even jam making. The ability fo set a
fimer for fresh bread in the morning has made
these appliances a favorite among busy families.

The slow cooker continues to be a reliable
partner for home cooks, transforming tough cuts
of meat into tender dishes while you're away.
Modern versions feature programmable controls
and even Wifi connectivity, allowing you fo
monitor your meal's progress remotely. This
hands-off cooking approach particularly shines
in preparing stews, soups, and braised dishes
that benefit from long, gentle cooking.

THE HEART OF THE
KITCHEN BEATS WITH
APPLIANCES.

The sous vide machine, once exclusive to
professional kitchens, has found its way info
home kitchens, offering precise temperature
control for perfect results every time. This method
ensures  perfectly cooked proteins and
vegetables while maintaining nutfrients and
flavors, elevating home cooking to restaurant
quality.

Maintenance Matters

The key to longevity for any kitchen appliance
lies in proper maintenance. Regular cleaning,
proper ventilation, and timely professional
servicing ensure your investments confinue to
perform optimally. Modern appliances often
include self-cleaning features and maintenance
alerts, but developing good habits of immediate

cleaning after use and regular descaling of
water-based appliances will significantly extend
their lifespan.

Remember that the best kitchen is one that
works for your specific needs. Consider your
cooking style, available space,

Redbrick Homes

and how frequently you'll use each appliance
before making your selections. With thoughtful
choices and proper care, these appliances will
help transform your kitchen into a space where
culinary creativity flourishes and delicious
memories are made daily.
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KNOCKING ON
STYLE'S DOOR

Doors serve as both functional elements and
design statements in our homes. While their
primary purpose is to provide security and
privacy, they also play a crucial role in defining
spaces and enhancing architectural appeal.

Gateway Collections
Accordion Doors

These space-saving marvels tfransform any room
with their flexible design. Perfect for creating
instant room divisions, accordion doors fold info
neat pleats when opened, requiring minimal
space compared to fraditional swing doors.
Ideal for pantries, laundry rooms, or creating
temporary workspace divisions, they offer both
functionality and contemporary appeal. Their
fracking system allows smooth operation while
providing excellent sound insulation when
properly installed.

Pocket Doors

The ultimate solution for space optimisation,
pocket doors gracefully disappear info wall
cavities when opened. These architectural
innovations  work  exceptionally  well in
bathrooms, home offices, or any area where
floor space is at a premium. Modern pocket
door systems feature soft-close mechanisms and
anfi-jump devices, ensuring reliable operation for
years. Consider installing these in areas where
fradifional swing doors might impede furniture
placement or traffic flow.

Barn Doors

Bringing rustic charm into contemporary spaces,
barn doors slide along exposed hardware
mounted above the doorway. These statement
pieces can transform ordinary openings into
architectural focal points. Available in various
materials from reclaimed wood to sleek glass
panels, barn doors offer excellent flexibility for
room division while adding significant visual
interest.

Material Matters
Engineered Wood

A revolutionary advancement in  door
construction, engineered wood combines
stability with sophistication. These doors feature a
core made from cross-laminated timber layers,
providing superior resistance to warping and
shrinkoge compared to solid wood. The outer
veneer can be customised to match any décor,
from rich mahogany to subtle birch. Perfect for
areas with temperature fluctuations, engineered
wood doors maintain their shape throughout
seasonal changes.

Tempered Glass

Safety meets style with tempered glass doors.
Processed to be four times stronger than regular
glass, these doors create bright, open spaces
while maintaining structural integrity. When
broken, they shatter into small, rounded pieces
rather than dangerous shards. Ideal for shower
enclosures, office partitions, or creating bright
transitions between indoor and outdoor spaces.
Available in various finishes from clear to frosted
for privacy control.

Composite Materials

The future of door manufacturing lies in
composite materials. These innovative products
combine multiple materials — typically fiber-
reinforced polymers — to create doors that offer
superior durability, insulation, and weather
resistance. Ideal for exterior applications,
composite doors resist denting, scratching, and
uv damage while requiring minimal
maintenance. Their core structure can be
engineered to provide excellent thermal and
acoustic insulation.

Smart Features
Integrated Technology

Modern doors now incorporate cutting-edge

technology for enhanced security and

convenience. Features include:

e Biomeftric access controls for seamless entry

e Smart locks with remote monitoring
capabilities

e Built-in environmental sensors for climate
control

« Automated opening mechanisms for hands-
free operation
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Energy Efficiency

Today's doors play a crucial role in building
energy efficiency. Advanced weather stripping,
thermal breaks, and insulated cores help
maintain comfortable indoor temperatures while
reducing energy costs. Consider doors with low-E
glass coatings for  maximum thermal
performance in glass panels.

Design Considerations

When selecting doors for your space, consider:
o Traffic patterns and room layout
» Natural light requirements
» Sound transmission requirements
* Maintenance needs and accessibility
o Overall architectural style
» Climate and environmental factors

Remember that doors are more than just
enfryways — they're infegral components of your
home's design language and functionality.
Choose options that complement your lifestyle
while enhancing your space's aesthetic appeal.

A DOOR IS
NOT JUST AN
ENTRANCE;
S A SYMBOL
OF NEW
BEGINNINGS.
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Window treatments may not be the first thing you
think of when designing your home, but they
play a vital role in shaping the look and feel of
your spaces. Curtains and blinds are not just
decordative; they bring functionality, energy
efficiency, and a personal touch to every room.
Here's how these seemingly simple elements
can transform your home.

The Magic of Curtains and Blinds

Curtains and blinds do more than just cover your
windows. They control light, enhance privacy,
and set the mood of a room. A well-chosen
design can infuse warmth and style, creating an
inviting and elegant atmosphere. Whether
you're aiming for a cosy refreat or a sleek,
modern space, the right window treatments help
make your vision a reality.

Choosing the Perfect Style for Every Space

Selecting the right curtains or blinds can feel
overwhelming, but it's all about matching your
needs to the room's purpose:
* Bedrooms: Opt for blackout curtains or roller
blinds to enjoy peaceful sleep and ultimate
privacy.

e Living Rooms: Layer sheer curtains with
blackout options for a mix of elegance and
functionality.

» Kitchens and Bathrooms: Venetian or roller
blinds provide moisture resistance and are
easy to maintain.

Classic Solutions

Venetian Blinds

The timeless choice for versatile light control,
Venetian blinds remain a popular optfion for
modern homes. These horizontal slats, typically
ranging from 1 to 2 inches in width, can be
crafted from aluminum, wood, or faux wood
materials. Their adjustable nature allows precise
control over light and privacy levels. Premium
models feature cordless operation and
motorized conftrols, while dust-resistant coatfings
make maintenance easier. Perfect for kitchen,
offices and bedrooms where light confrol is
paramount.

Vertical Blinds

Ideal for expansive windows and sliding glass
doors, vertical blinds offer practical elegance.

These floor-length panels rotate on their axis and
side horizontally, making them perfect for
managing light in large spaces. Modern versions
come in textured fabrics, vinyl, and even sheer
materials that diffuse light beautifully. Their
vertical orientation makes them particularly
effective at blocking low-angle sun during
sunrise and sunset. Consider PVC-free materials
for environmental consciousness.

Venetian Blinds

The fimeless choice for versatile light control,
Venetian blinds remain a popular opfion for
modern homes. These horizontal slats, typically
ranging from 1 to 2 inches in width, can be
crafted from aluminum, wood, or faux wood
materials. Their adjustable nature allows precise
control over light and privacy levels. Premium
models feature cordless operation and
motorised conftrols, while dust-resistant coatings
make maintenance easier. Perfect for kitchen,
offices and bedrooms where light conftrol is
paramount.

Contemporary Options

Panel Track Blinds

A modern interpretation of vertical blinds, panel
frack systems feature wider panels that create
clean, contemporary lines. These large fabric
panels move smoothly along multiple fracks,
making them ideal for floor-to-ceiling windows or
as room dividers. Available in light-filtering to
room-darkening fabrics, they can dramatically
fransform large spaces. Their streamlined
appearance complements modern
architectural styles while providing excellent
coverage for sliding doors and wide windows.

Cellular Shades

Also known as honeycomb shades, these
innovative window coverings feature a unique
double-cell construction that fraps air, providing
superior insulation. The distinctive hexagonal
cross-section creates pockets that help regulate
room temperature, potfentially reducing energy
bills by up to 15%. Available in single, double, or
triple-cell configurations, with options for light-
filtering or complete blackout. Their compact
stack height maximises view when fully raised.
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Designer Choices
Roman Shades

Combining the softness of drapery with the
functionality of blinds, Roman shades offer
sophisticated style. When raised, they create
elegant horizontal folds that add architectural
interest. Available in countless fabrics from sheer
linens to rich velvets, they can be customised
with various fold styles—from casual relaxed to
structured hobbled designs. Consider adding
interlining for enhanced insulation and light
control.

Pleated Shades

These crisp, clean window coverings feature
sharp pleats that maintain their shape over time.
Available in an array of colours and materials,
from light-filtering to room-darkening options.
Their compact design makes them ideal for
shallow window casings or doors with limited
clearance. Modern versions include cordless lift
systems and top-down/bottom-up functionality
for maximum versatility.

The Energy Efficiency Advantage

Curtains and blinds can also reduce energy bills
by acting as nafural insulators. Products like
blackout curtains and honeycomb blinds are
perfect for keeping the heat at bay, especially in
Singapore's humid weather. These clever
solutions help maintain  a cool indoor
environment  with less relionce on air
conditioning.

Why Go Custom?

Every home deserves a personal touch. Custom
window freatments allow you to choose from
countless fabrics, colors, and styles tailored to
your preferences. They ensure a perfect fit while
reflecting your unique style, making your home
fruly one of a kind.

Make the Smart Choice Today

Secret Furnishing has earned a reputatfion for
delivering the perfect balance of style and
functionality. With a wide selection of
customizable designs, premium materials, and
advanced motorized systems, they cater fo
diverse tastes and preferences. Homeowners
can also enjoy discount vouchers of up to $50 on
select products. With an extensive range of
designs to choose from, creatfing your dream
home has never been more effortless.
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THE COLOUR CODE|

When selecting colours for your space, consider not just current frends but how
each shade makes you feel. The perfect colour scheme should resonate with
your personal energy while serving the practical needs of each room.

What shades speak to your soul? Which hues
can transform your home into a sanctuary of
success? Let's dive into the fascinating world of
color psychology and discover how the right
palette can revolutionize your living space.

Blue

The guardian of tranquility, blue channels the
calming energy of ocean depths and summer
skies. This powerful shade promotes mental
clarity and emotional peace, making it perfect
for spaces dedicated to relaxation and
contemplation. Use it in areas where you seek
inspiration or need to maintain focus. For
maximum impact, pair with neutral fones to
create a sophisticated sanctuary.

Yellow

The harbinger of joy and warmth! This vibrant
hue captures the essence of sunshine and
positive energy.

An excellent choice for social spaces and
creativity zones, yellow stimulates intellectual
activity and fosters optimistic vibes. For
bedrooms, consider softer butter tones rather
than bright variants — they provide warmth
without overwhelming the senses.

Green

The ambassador of nature's bounty, green
embodies growth, renewal, and abundance.
Like a forest canopy filtering sunlight, it creates
an atmosphere of serenity and balance. Perfect
for meditation corners and family spaces, this
earth element brings the refreshing energy of
springtime indoors. Studies show that green
environments can reduce stress and enhance
focus, making it ideal for home offices or reading
NOoKks.

Pink

The colour of universal love and tenderness, pink
goes beyond traditional romantic associations.
Modern interpretations embrace everything from
subtle blush to bold magenta, each bringing its
unique energy to spaces. In bedrooms, it creates
an atmosphere of nurturing comfort  while
adding an undeniably chic fouch to any room's
aesthetic.

Purple

The timeless symbol of nobility and spiritual
awareness, purple brings a touch of mystique to
any space. From deep aubergine fo soft
lavender, this versatile colour promotes creativity
and infrospection. Ideal for meditation spaces or
reading corners, it adds sophisticated drama
while maintaining a sense of calm.

Brown

Earth's embrace in colour form, brown represents
stability and grounding energy. This versatile
shade brings organic warmth to spaces,
creating a foundation for both traditional and
contemporary designs. Its natural authority
makes it particularly effective in home offices
and family rooms where you want to establish a
sense of security and permanence.
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Grey

The modern sophisticate's choice, grey bridges
the gap between dramatic and subfle. This
versatile shade can swing from corporate cool
fo cosy depending on its undertones. When used
strategically, it provides the perfect backdrop for
both vibrant accents and minimalist designs,
making it the ultimate chameleon in
contemporary colour schemes.

Black

The ultimate power player in the colour
spectrum, black brings depth and sophistication
fo any space. Used judiciously, it creates
dramatic focal points and grounds more
adventurous colour choices. Perfect for adding
definition to architectural features or creating
striking contrasts in modern interiors.

White

The canvas of possibilities, white represents more
than just simplicity. This timeless choice amplifies
light and space, creating an atmosphere of
infinite potential. In contemporary design,
varying shades of white can create subtle depth
while maintaining an air of pristine elegance.
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Navigating the world of home lighting can feel
like stepping into a maze of endless possibilities.
From vintage-inspired chandeliers to sleek
modern fixtures, the choices can be both
exciting and overwhelming. Here's your
comprehensive guide to illuminating your space
with style and purpose.

Make It A Focal Point

Transform your space with a conversation-worthy
centerpiece. A striking chandelier or an
arfistically designed pendant light can instantly
elevate your room's character. Consider it your
room's jewelry — whether you're drawn fo
Victorian grandeur or contemporary minimalism,
let this piece reflect your personal style. Even
rustic or industrial designs can become stunning
focal points when chosen thoughtfully.

Consider The Room's Purpose

Different spaces demand different lighting
approaches. For bedrooms, warm yellow lighting
creates a cosy, relaxing atmosphere perfect for
winding down. However, bathrooms and vanity
areas benefit from crisp, white lighting for tasks
like applying makeup or grooming. Think about
daily activities in each space and choose your
lighting accordingly.

Embrace LED Technology

The future of home lighting lies in LED
technology, and for good reason. While these
modern marvels might require a higher initial
investment, they prove themselves invaluable in
the long run. LED lights drastically reduce your
energy consumption while providing superior
ilumination quality. They're engineered to last
significantly longer than traditional incandescent
or halogen bulbs, eliminating the frequent hassle
of climbing ladders for replacements. Beyond
practical benefits, LEDs offer enhanced safety
features with minimal heat emission and
reduced fire risk. Their versatility in colour
temperature and dimming capabilities allows
you to create the perfect ambience for any
occasion, making them an intelligent choice for
the modern homeowner.

Dining Area Dynamics

The dining table deserves special aftention. A
well-chosen chandelier or set of pendant lights
not only illuminates your culinary creatfions but
creates an inviting atmosphere for family
gatherings.
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If your dining space connects to the living room,
maintain  visual  harmony by  choosing
complementary (but not necessarily matching)
fixtures. Avoid competing styles that might
create visual tension.

Master The Bedroom Lighting

Transform your bedroom info a sanctuary of
comfort  with  thoughtfully placed lighting
solutions. Table lamps paired with the perfect
bedside furniture create an inviting atmosphere
for evening reading or relaxation. Consider
incorporating floor lamps strategically positioned
near comfortable seatfing areas to add depth
and warmth to the room. These versatile lighting
options not only enhance the room's ambience
but also serve practical purposes. For those late-
night reading sessions or early mornings when
you don't want to disturb your partner, individual
lighting confrols become invaluable. The key is
creating layers of light that can be adjusted
throughout the day, tfransforming your bedroom
from a bright, energising space in the morning o
a cosy retfreat in the evening.

Smart Shopping Strategics

Before hitting the lighting stores, prepare yourself:
» Set arealistic budget
* Measure your spaces carefully
e Research current tfrends and timeless styles
o Consider maintenance requirements
» Think about installation costs
o Factorin bulb replacement expenses
» Look for energy-efficient options

The Perfect Balance

Remember that successful lighting design
combines three key elements:
» Ambient lighting for general illumination
» Task lighting for specific activities
e Accent lighting fo highlight architectural
features or artwork

By thoughtfully considering these aspects, you
can create a lighting scheme that's both
functional and aesthetically pleasing,
fransforming your space into a well-lit haven that
serves all your needs, from practical tasks to
creating the perfect mood for any occasion.
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FAN-TASTIC

CHOICES

Ceiling fans are a practical and energy-efficient
way to cool your living spaces without the high
costs of air conditioning. However, choosing the
appropriate ceiling fan for your room can be a
bit tricky. This guide will help you determine the
optimal fan size, blade configuration, and other
key factors to ensure your ceiling fan performs at
its best.

Size Matters

The first step is to measure the dimensions of the
room where you plan to install the ceiling fan. As
a general rule, follow this chart:

ROOM SIZE RECOMMENDED FAN SIZE

Less than 12ft 36 inches or less
12 - 15ft 40 - 48 inches
More than 15ft

52 inches or more

According to fan specialists at KDK Singapore, larger
living rooms or bedrooms require a fan with a blade
length of 56 to 60 inches to circulate air effectively.
Smaller bedrooms can make do with fans in the 44 to
56 inch range.

Blade Configuration

The number of blades can also impact a fan's
performance. More blades (usually 4 or 5) don't
necessarily mean better airflow. In fact, some award-
winning fan designs use just three blades, as they've
found this to be the opfimal number for uniform airflow.

Look for blades that are sharpened, tapered, curved,
spiraled or twisted. These specialized blade shapes
offer more consistent airflow velocity while reducing
drag and noise.

Ceiling Height Considerations

The height of your ceiling is another crucial factor.
Install the fan at least 2.3m above the floor, and lower
it if needed. Rooms with low ceilings will require flush-
mount (sometimes called "hugger") or low-profile fans
to avoid feeling crowded.

For higher ceilings, more powerful fans are
recommended. The greater the ceiling height, the
more air the fan needs to move effectively.
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Lighting and Exiras

Many ceiling fans now incorporate lighting,
offering both functional and decorative
benefits. Consider the lighting needs of the
space when selecting your fan.

Some fans also come with additional
features like remote conftrols, reversible
airfflow, and energy-saving modes.
Evaluate which smart features would be
most useful in your home.

Special Installations

Some condominiums or landed properties
may feature very high ceilings that require
a down rod to bring the fan to the optimal
height. Measure carefully and choose the
right rod length to maintain comfortable,
efficient airflow

Lighting and Extras

Many ceiling fans now incorporate lighting,
offering both functional and decorative
benefits. Consider the lighting needs of the
space when selecting your fan.

Some fans also come with additional
feafures like remote confrols, reversible
airflow, and energy-saving modes. Evaluate
which smart features would be most useful
in your home.
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When it comes to creating a comfortable, stylish
living space, the right furnishings can make all
the difference. Rather than prescribing a rigid list
of "must-have" items, let's explore a flexible,
room-specific approach to furnishing your home.

Living Room / Dining Area

In the main living areas, focus on versatile,
multifunctional pieces. A comfortable sofa and
coffee table create a welcoming gathering
spot, while a dining table and chairs
accommodate meals and conversations.
Consider an accent chair or massage chair for
personal relaxatfion. Display cabinets or shelves
can showcase vyour favorite decor and
keepsakes.

When it comes to lighting, think beyond just
functionality. Strategically placed floor lamps,
tfable lamps, and even pendant fixtures can
elevate the ambiance and set the tone for each
space. If you have a tiny living-cum-dining room,
an extendable dining table or a kitchen island
can maximise the available space.

Entryway

The entryway sets the tone for your entfire home,
so it's important to thoughtfully curate this space.
A console table or bench can provide a landing
spot for keys, mail, and other daily items. Mount
a mirror to visually expand the area and help
you do a final check before heading out. Add a
decorative rug or runner to define the space
and add warmth.

Master Bedroom

The master bedroom should be a peaceful
sanctuary, designed to meet your unique needs
and preferences. Consider a queen or king-sized
bed as the centerpiece, complemented by
bedside tables for storage and task lighting. Built-
in wardrobes or freestanding storage units can
help maximise your space. If you have a TV in
the room, a dedicated console can keep your
setup organised.

Home Office

A dedicated home office should strike a
balance between productivity and comfort.
Invest in a well-designed desk and an
ergonomic office chair to support your work.
Incorporate storage solutions like file cabinets or
shelves to keep your workspace organised.
Consider adding a comfortable armchair or
loveseat for casual meetings or relaxation during
breaks.
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Kid's or Teenager's Bedroom

Furnishing a child's or teenager's room requires a
delicate balance. A single or super-single bed
provides ample space, while a wardrobe with at
least two doors allows for fashionable storage.
Incorporate a desk and chair for studying, as
well as ample bookshelves for school supplies
and leisure reading. Avoid overly juvenile or
frendy furniture that your child will quickly
outgrow.

Outdoor Living

Don't forget to extend vyour living space
outdoors. Patio furniture, such as a comfortable
sofa or sectional, coffee table, and accent
chairs, can transform your backyard or balcony
infto an oasis. Consider weather-resistant
materials and incorporate cosy fouches like
throw pillows and outdoor lighting.

Remember, furnishing a home is a personal
journey. Rather than rigidly following a checklist,
consider your lifestyle, aesthetic preferences,
and practical needs. With a thoughtful,
adaptable approach, you can fransform your
house info a fruly personalised home.
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BATHROOM

BLISS

Bathroom with the Right Accessories

A bathroom isn't just a functional space; it's your
personal sanctuary. With the right accessories,
you can turn an ordinary bathroom into a
relaxing retreat or a stylish statement. Whether
you're looking for practicality, luxury, or a touch
of personality, here are the must-have bathroom
accessories to complete your space.

Towel Game Strong

Your towels do more than dry you off—they're
part of your bathroom's decor. Choose soft,
high-quality fowels in materials like Egyptian
cotton or bamboo for a luxe feel. Neutral tones
like whites, beiges, and greys create a classic,
clean look, while bold colors or patterns add
personality.

To elevate your bathroom further, add a
matching towel set that includes hand towels
and washcloths. Don't forget a heated towel
rack for that indulgent spa-like experience—
because nothing says luxury like a warm ftowel
waiting for you after a shower.

Soap Dispensers And Holders

Nothing disrupts a chic bathroom design faster
than a cluttered countertop filled with
mismatched soap bottles. Invest in a stylish soap
dispenser—matte black, brushed brass, or
ceramic options are especially on trend.

Pair your dispenser with coordinating tfoothbrush
holders and trays for a cohesive look. Tiered
countfertop organizers or wall-mounted holders
keep the space neat and accessible, whether
you're storing toothpaste or skincare products.

Mirrors With A Twist

No bathroom is complete without the perfect
mirror, and it's more than just functional. A
round, frameless mirror exudes a minimalist vibe,
while a vintage-inspired gold or black-framed
option adds elegance. For smaller bathrooms,
mirrors with built-in  LED lighting and anti-fog
technology are game-changers.

Mirrored cabinets serve a dual purpose, offering
storage for your toiletries while keeping your space
clutter-free. Whether you choose a simple statement
piece or an innovative design, your mirror sets the
tone for your bathroom.

Storage Solutions

Bathrooms, no matter how big or small, benefit from
clever storage. To keep the space organised and
stylish, look for multifunctional accessories. Floating
shelves are perfect for holding candles, plants, or
extra fowels, while woven baskets add texture and
warmth to your decor.

For compact bathrooms, space-saving hacks like
over-the-foilet shelves, under-sink cabinets, or wall-
mounted hooks can make all the difference. If you're
feeling bold, consider a freestanding ladder rack—it’s
a frendy way fo store towels and magazines while
doubling as a decorative element.

Shower Must Have

Transform your daily shower into a retreat with
thoughtful accessories. Upgrade your
showerhead to a rainfall model or one with
adjustable pressure settings for a luxurious feel.
Install corner caddies or wall-mounted shelves to
keep shampoo and body wash neatly stored
and within easy reach.

For a modern look, opt for stainless steel or matte
black fixtures. Add a teak shower bench for a
spa-inspired touch—perfect for shaving, relaxing,
or even holding a glass of wine on self-care
nights.

Lighting That Wow

The right lighting transforms your bathroom from
dull to dazzling. Layered lighting is key: combine
functional task lighting around the mirror with
ambient options for a cosy, inviting atmosphere.
Pendant lights or sconces in metallic finishes like
gold, black, or chrome add sophistication.

Consider dimmable LEDs to transition between
bright morning routines and soft, relaxing
evening baths. Smart lighting options let you
adjust brightness and colour temperature at the
touch of a button.

The Final Touches

It's the little details that make a bathroom feel
complete. Swap out your old hardware—think
taps, towel bars, and cabinet handles—for
modern designs in brushed gold, matte black, or
polished nickel. Add personality with art prints, a
decorative tray for perfumes or jewelry, or even
a small stool for extra charm.

- -
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Rugs And Mats That Matters

A bathroom rug or mat does more than keep
your floors dry—it's an essential design element.
Memory foam mafs provide unparalleled
comfort, while woven or tufted options add
texture and visual interest. Choose a mat with a
non-slip base to ensure safety, especially in
households with kids or seniors.

If your bathroom has a neutral palette, a
patterned or brightly coloured rug can serve as
a statement piece. On the other hand, for
viorant spaces, a subtle mat in muted tones
helps balance the decor.

Scents and Greenery

A bathroom should be a feast for all the senses,
and scent plays a significant role. Reed diffusers,
scented candles, or essential oil diffusers fill the
room with calming fragrances like eucalyptus,
lavender, or citrus.

Add a touch of greenery with low-maintenance
plants like snake plants, pothos, or ferns. Not only
do they purify the air, but they also bring life fo
your bathroom decor. For smaller spaces, wall-
mounted planters or finy succulents on shelves
work beautifully.

A well-accessorised bathroom isn't just a room—
it's an experience. By focusing on the right
details, you can create a space that's
functional, beautiful, and uniquely yours. So, go
ahead—itransform your bathroom into the
sanctuary you deserve.

§ =
o &
. -




Art Of Home

HOME
WEET
HOME

Your home is more than a roof over your head—
it's a reflection of your personality, a haven of
comfort, and a space to connect with those you
love. With thoughtful decor, you can fransform
any house info a home that feels warm, inviting,
and uniquely yours.

Whether you're redecorating a single room or
giving your entire space a makeover, let these
tips and trends inspire your journey to a perfectly
styled sanctuary.

Colour Pallets That Inspire

Choosing the right colour scheme sefs the
foundation for your home decor. In 2025, the
frend leans towards earthy tones like terracotta,
sage green, and sandy beige, creating a calm,
grounded afmosphere. These hues pair
beautifully with bold accents such as navy blue,
emerald green, or even a pop of burnt orange
for those who love a dramatic fouch.

Neutral palettes remain timeless, but layering
them with texture is key—think soft ivory walls
paired with chunky knit throws, velvet cushions,
and woven rugs. If you're not ready for a full
repaint, infroduce color through art, pillows, or
statement furniture.

Statement Furniture Pieces

When it comes to furniture, less is more—but
quality is everything. Invest in a few standout
pieces that anchor your rooms. A plush sectional
sofa in your living room, an antique dining table
in your kitchen,

or a luxurious upholstered bed in your bedroom can
serve as both functional items and focal points.

2025’s furniture trends highlight curved silhouettes,
natural wood finishes, and modular designs that
adapt to your needs. Look for materials like rattan,
cane, and reclaimed wood tfo bring organic
elements into your home.

Lighting That Sets The Mood

Lighting is one of the most underrated aspects of
home decor, yet it has the power to completely
fransform a space. Layered lighting is a must—
combine overhead fixtures with floor lamps, table
lomps, and wall sconces to create depth and
warmth.

For a modern touch, go for pendant lights with
metallic finishes, such as brushed gold or maftte
black. Chandeliers are making a comeback,
parficularly in  unconventional spaces like
bathrooms and kitchens. Want to set the mood?
Smart lighting systems let you adjust brightness and
color temperature to match your activity—bright
and energising in the morning, warm and cosy in
the evening.

Textiles That Transform

Textiles are the secret to making a room feel
complete. Add softness and warmth with area
rugs, throws, and cushions. In living rooms, opt for
oversized cushions in contrasting textures—think
linen, velvet, and bouclé.

Rugs are a powerful tool for defining spaces,
especially in open-concept layouts. A Persian
rug can anchor your dining area, while a fluffy
shag rug adds cosiness to the bedroom. For
curtains, sheer fabrics like linen or voile allow
natural light to flow through while maintaining
privacy.

Wall Art And Decorative Pieces

Your walls are a blank canvas waiting to tell your
story. A gallery wall filed with framed
photographs, artwork, or illustrations adds
personality to your space. Mix and match frame
sizes and styles for a curated yet eclectic look.

Mirrors are another decor staple—they reflect
light, make small spaces appear larger, and can
be styled as both functional and decorative
elements.
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Natural Elements and Plants

Bringing nature indoors is one of the biggest
frends in home decor, and for good reason—it’s
refreshing, timeless, and good for your mental
health. Houseplants like monstera, fiddle-leaf
figs, and snake plants are not only easy fo
maintain but also make beautiful statement
pieces.

If you lack a green thumb, consider dried
pampas grass or preserved eucalyptus for a low-
maintenance alternative. Complement
greenery with natural materials like stone, jute,
and ceramics to create a serene, organic vibe.

Personal Touches And Layers

Your home should fell your story. Incorporate
personal touches like family heilooms, travel
souvenirs, or handmade items to give your
space character. Layer these elements with
modern decor for a balance between old and
new.

Scents And Ambience

Home decor isn't just about visuals—it's about
creating an atmosphere. Scented candles,
diffusers, and incense can set the tone for your
space, whether you prefer fresh, floral, or woody
fragrances.

A Space To Call Your Own

Home decor is a journey, not a destination. It
evolves with you, reflecting your tastes,
experiences, and memories. By carefully
selecting colours, furniture, lighting, and
accessories, you can create a home that feels
fruly yours—a place where every corner tells a
story.

So go ahead: mix textures, experiment with
frends, and don't be afraid to break the rules.
After all, the best spaces are the ones that feel
as good as they look.
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SCREEN & AUDIO
SAVIOURS

If you haven’t shopped for a new TV in a while,
stepping into a showroom can feel overwhelming.
How did buying a television become so technical?
And how does someone who simply wants to enjoy
their favorite shows or movies decide on the
perfect screen without sounding like a newbie?
here’s your cheat sheet to decode the tech jargon
and impress even the savviest sales reps.

LED and LCD TVs

Most TVs today rely on Light Emitting Diodes
(LEDs) to illuminate their Liquid-Crystal Display
(LCD) screens. These LEDs adjust brightness in
different screen areas, using features like local
dimming or active dimming to enhance light
and dark contrast. Some premium models even
feature  full-array  backlighting,  delivering
stunning visuals, especially in Ultra HD sets.

Another variant is LCDs enhanced with quantum
dots—tiny nanocrystals that offer brighter, more
vibrant colors. If eye-popping visuals are your
thing, this technology is worth considering.

OLED TVs

Organic Light-Emitting Diode (OLED) TVs take picture
quality to another level. Unlike traditional LEDs, OLEDs
use a layer of organic compounds that emit light
individually when powered, meaning each pixel can
be turned on or off independently. This results in
unparalleled contrast and richer colours.

With no need for backlighting, OLED TVs are sleek and
deliver deeper blacks. But keep in mind that the
premium quality comes with a higher price tag.

HD versus 4K

This boils down to how sharp the picture appears.
High-definition (HD) TVs, the long-time standard, offer
resolutions of 720p or 1080p. But modern TVs are
rapidly transitioning to 4K Ultra HD, with resolutions four
times higher than Full HD (2160 horizontal pixels).

HDR and Dolby Vision

If you're eyeing a 4K TV, you'll also encounter
HDR (High Dynamic Range)—a feature that
boosts  brightness, colour accuracy, and
contrast. For an even more immersive
experience, look for compatibility with Dolby
Vision, offering better sound and visual effects
for cinephiles.

Pro tip: Not all viewers will notice the difference
HDR makes, but for those who do, it's a game-
changer.

HDMI Inputs

Finally, pay attention to the number of HDMI
ports. These ports connect your TV to gaming
consoles, streaming devices, and more. While
cheaper TVs may skimp on HDMI inputs, having
at least 3 or 4 ports ensures hassle-free sefup for
your gadgets.

For instance, one port can be dedicated to your
Blu-ray player, another to your gaming console,
and a third to a soundbar. Future-proofing your
setup will save you the headache of swapping
cables later.

So, whether you're binging a Netflix series or
gaming in glorious 4K, picking the right TV isn't as
daunting as it seems. A bit of tech knowledge
can go a long way in finding the perfect screen
for your needs.

Sound Advice

Sure, your new TV's built-in speakers do a decent
job. But if you've ever experienced the power of
a dedicated audio setup, you'll know the
difference. Whether it's thundering action
scenes or whisper-soft dialogue, the right sound
system fransforms your viewing experience. So,
what's better—speakers or a soundbar? Let's
break it down.

How Does IT Work?
Speakers

Traditional speakers come in pairs to produce
sound in stereo. Inside each speaker is an
electromagnetic coil surrounded by a magnetic
field, converting electrical pulses info sound
vibrations. The result2 Clear, directional audio
that fills the room.

Speakers also allow for greater customisability,
whether you opt for bookshelf models or a full
surround sound system.
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Soundbars

A soundbar simplifies things. It's a sleek, all-in-one
device that houses multiple drivers in a single
horizontal enclosure. Advanced models with
Dolby Atmos can mimic surround sound by
bouncing audio waves off walls. While it's not
tfrue surround sound, it's a massive upgrade from
your TV's default speakers.

Sound Quality
Speakers

Speakers provide richer, more dynamic audio. A
multi-speaker setup ensures sound travels across
the room, giving you an immersive experience.
However, placement matters—sit in the wrong
spotf, and you might not hear the full effect.

Soundbars

Soundbars prioritise convenience but still pack a
punch. While they don’t match the depth of a
full speaker system, many come with subwoofers
to boost bass. It's a great middle-ground option,
especially for smaller spaces.

Which To Buy?

If you want the ultimate cinematic experience
and have the space and budget, speakers are
your best bet. They deliver unmatched sound
clarity and customisation.

However, if you're after simplicity and style—
without  sacrificing too much quality—a
soundbar is the way to go. Ideal for smaller
rooms or setups, it's a hassle-free way fto
upgrade your audio.
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ENHANCE YOUR HOME'S
FENG SHUI FOR BETTER
LUCK & HEALTH

Feng Shui, an ancient Chinese practice, is a
powerful tool for creating harmony and balance in
your home. Period 9, which began in 2024 and will
last until 2043, is particularly important in Feng Shui
as it marks the end of a 180-year cycle. In this
article, we will explore how you can enhance your
home’s Feng Shui in Period 9 to invite better luck
and health into your life.

Declutter and Organise

Decluttering and organising your living space
can have a profound impact on your mental
and emotional well-being. By clearing out
physical clutter from areas like closets and
cabinets, you not only create a more visually
appealing environment but also allow for better
energy flow. This can lead to a sense of calm
and serenity, making your home a more relaxing
place to be.

Moreover, tackling digital clutter, such as organising
your computer files and clearing out your inbox, can
also help declutter your mind. A clutter-free digital
space can improve focus and productivity, as well as
reduce feelings of overwhelm. In Period 9, prioritising
decluttering and organisation can create a more
harmonious living environment, promoting positive
energy flow throughout your home.

Balance Yin and Yang Energies

Balancing Yin and Yang energies in your home is
essential for creating a harmonious and balanced
environment. Yin represents qualities like softness,
darkness, and relaxation, while Yang embodies
brightness, activity, and energy. To achieve this
balance, you can incorporate elements of both Yin
and Yang in your home decor. For example, you can
use soft, diffused lighting to create a calming Yin
energy in your living room, balanced with the use of
bright, vibrant colours in your furniture to add a touch
of Yang energy.

Incorporating curved shapes in your decor can
also enhance the Yin energy, while angular
furniture pieces can add a dynamic Yang
element. By balancing these opposing energies,
you can create a space that feels both
energising and calming, promoting vitality and
well-being. Finding the right balance between
Yin and Yang in your home can help create a
harmonious environment that supports your
physical, emotional, and spiritual health.

Optimise the Flow of Chi

Optimising the flow of Chi, or life force energy, in
your home is crucial for promoting a sense of
well-being and prosperity. To achieve this, it's
important to arrange your furniture and decor
thoughtfully. Avoid placing large pieces of
furniture in direct paths or blocking doorways, as
this can disrupt the flow of energy. Instead,
create open pathways that allow Chi tfo
circulate freely throughout each room. This can
help create a sense of spaciousness and vitality
in your home.

In addition to furniture placement, you can also
use mirrors to help direct and enhance the flow
of Chi. Placing mirrors strategically can reflect
light and energy, helping to brighten and
energise a space. By paying aftenfion fo the
flow of Chi in your home and making simple
adjustments to enhance it, you can create a
more harmonious and balanced environment
that supports your overall health and well-being.

Harness the Power of the Five Elements

Harnessing the power of the five elements wood,
fire, earth, metal, and water is a fundamental
principle in Feng Shui that can help create a
balanced and harmonious environment in your
home. Each element is associated with specific
qualities and energies that can influence the
atmosphere of a space. For example, wood
represents growth and vitality, fire symbolises
passion and transformation, earth embodies
stability and nourishment, metal signifies strength
and clarity, and water represents flow and
abundance. By incorporating these elements
strategically in your home decor, such as
through colour schemes, materials, and decor
items, you can create a space that feels
balanced and supportive of your well-being.
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To incorporate the five elements into your home,
you can use a variety of approaches. For
example, you can use wood furniture or decor
items to bring the energy of growth and vitality
info a space. You can also incorporate fire
elements, such as candles or fireplace, to add a
sense of passion and transformation. Earth
elements, such as clay pots or stone accents,
can provide stability and nourishment. Metal
elements, such as metal sculptures or decor
items, can bring strength and clarity to a space.
Finally, water elements, such as a fountain or a
mirror, can enhance the flow of energy and
bring a sense of abundance intfo a space. By
incorporating these elements thoughtfully, you
can create a harmonious environment that
supports your well-being on multiple levels.

Activate Auspicious Areas

Activating auspicious areas of your home
according tfo the Bagua map can significantly
impact various aspects of your life. The Bagua
map divides your home into nine areas, each
corresponding to a different aspect of life, such
as wealth, health, and relationships. By
identifying these areas and enhancing them
with  Feng Shui remedies, you can amplify
positive energy and promote abundance and
prosperity in those areas. For example, to
activate the wealth area, you can use symbols
of prosperity like a money plant or a wealth bowl
filled with crystals and coins.

Create a Peaceful Sanctuary

In Period 9, it's important to fransform your
bedroom info a peaceful sanctuary that
promotes rest and relaxation. Start by choosing
calming colours for your walls and bedding, such
as soft blues, greens, or neutrals, to create a
soothing atmosphere. Opt for soft bedding and
comfortable pillows to enhance your comfort
and promote restful sleep. Additionally, consider
removing elecfronic devices from your
bedroom, as they can disrupt sleep patterns and
interfere with your ability to unwind.

Positioning your bed in a commanding position,
where you have a clear view of the door without
being directly in line with if, can help you feel
more secure and supported while you sleep.
Adding a solid headboard to your bed can
further enhance fthis sense of stability and
support. By focusing on these aspects, you can
create a tranquil bedroom environment that
serves as a peaceful sanctuary for relaxation
and rejuvenation.




Art Of Home

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME WITH
SMART HOME
TECHNOLOGY

In recent years, smart home technology has
revolutionized the way we live, offering
convenience, energy efficiency, and security
like never before. Singapore, known for its
forward-thinking approach to technology, has
embraced smart home solutions with open arms.
From smart lighting to automated security
systems, there are countless ways to transform
your home with smart home technology in
Singapore.

Benefits of Smart Home Technology

Convenience

Smart home technology revolutionises
convenience by offering effortless control over
your home environment. Imagine being able to
adjust the lighting, temperature, and music in
your home without leaving your seat. With smart
devices like smart speakers or smart bulbs, this
level of control is at your fingertips. For example,
you can use a voice command to dim the lights
for a movie night or furn up the heat on a chilly
evening, all without interrupting your relaxation.

Energy Efficiency

Smart home technology plays a crucial role in
promoting energy efficiency and reducing your
carbon footprint. Take smart thermostats as an
example. These devices can learn your heating
and cooling preferences over time and create a
schedule that aligns with your lifestyle. By
automatically adjusting the temperature when
you're away or asleep, they help you save
energy and reduce your Uufility bills. Similarly,
smart lighting systems can detect when a room
is empty and turn off lights to prevent energy
wastage. This not only saves electricity but also
prolongs the lifespan of your bulbs.

Popular Smart Home Devices

Smart Lighting

Smart lighting systems offer a high level of confrol
over your home's lighting, allowing you to adjust
brightness, colour, and fiming using a
smartphone or other smart devices. This flexibility
enables you to create the perfect ambiance for
any situation, whether it's a bright, energising
atmosphere for a morning workout or a soft,
relaxing glow for winding down in the evening.
Additionally, these systems can be programmed
to simulate occupancy when you're away from
home, enhancing security by giving the
impression that someone is present.
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Smart Security Cameras

Smart security cameras provide advanced
surveillance opfions, allowing you fo monitor
your home remotely and ensuring peace of
mind when you're away. These cameras use
motion detection and other smart features to
alert you via your smartphone if they detect any
suspicious activity. This immediate nofification
enables you to take prompt action, such as
contacting the authorities or accessing the live
feed to assess the situation. Smart security
cameras offer an additional layer of security and
control over your home, even when you're not
physically present.

Challenges and Solutions
Privacy Concerns

One of the primary concerns associated with
smart home technology is privacy. Many
individuals are concerned about the security of
their personal data and the potential for their
smart devices to be compromised by hackers.
However, by adhering to cybersecurity best
practices, such as regularly updating device
firmware and using strong, unique passwords,
and selecting reputable smart home devices
from trusted manufacturers, you can significantly
reduce these risks.

Technical Support and Maintenance

Another challenge posed by smart home
technology is the need for technical support
and maintenance. As these devices become
more advanced, it is essential to have access to
reliable technical support to address any issues
that may arise. Many manufacturers offer
comprehensive support services to assist you in
sefting up, troubleshooting, and maintaining
your smart home devices. Regularly updating
device firmware and software, as well as
performing routine maintenance checks, can
help ensure that your devices function optimally
and remain secure.

Challenges and Solutions

As tfechnology confinues to advance, the future
of smart home technology in Singapore appears
promising. Innovations such as  artificial
inteligence and the Internet of Things are
expected fo lead to more inteligent and
infegrated  smart  home  systems. These
advancements are likely fo revolutionise our
daily lives, offering unprecedented levels of
convenience, comfort, and efficiency.
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PAINTINGS SERVICE YARD
[L] Check for uneven and patchy paintwork [ ] Open and shut the bi-fold door to make sure it
[ ] Get arecord of the paint chart colour and works smoothly
code, in case you need to touch up the paint [ ] Check that the drainage panel is installed
in future properly
[ ] Make sure there are no visible crack lines after

D Try the clothes drying rack fo ensure that the

the paint job .
mechanism works properly and smoothly

|:| Turn on the taps to see if they work and the water
runs clear

D Ensure that the drains are not clogged by
checking if water drains quickly and smoothly

POST
RENOVATION
CHECKLIST

ed - by Redbrick homes WINDows.

> \
& \ |:| Check for rusty hinges, screws, frames and
! locks

D Check the pipes to make sure they're not
leaking

o
¥
&

[ ] Open and close the windows to ensure they
work smoothly

2 [ ] Any chips or scratches on the glass panels? PLUMBING, SANITARY & DRAINAGE

D St that there are no misSIHREERRS |:| Check the taps to make sure they're not dripping

: ' \
\ i \ D R > and keys |:| Let the water run for a while to check if the

water is clear
|:| Make sure your tap is not rusty or old

|:| Examine your sanitary fittings for chips, stains,
scratches or discoloration

|:| Flush the toilet to make sure it's not clogged

[ ]Test the water system. If the water tank takes
more than 5min to fill up again, it may be
malfunctioning

|:| Check if the pipes are leaking and if the
drains are clogged

|:| See if water drains properly in the basin, bath
tub and floor; by filing them up with water. If
the flow rate is slow, it may be clogged

[ ] Check the showerhead and tube to make
sure they're not leaking

[ ]Sit on the toilet seat o see if it is installed
properly
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FLOORING

[ ] Check if there are any big or hairline
cracks, or chipped, stained or discoloured
tiles

|:| Look out for tiles that are not aligned properly

D Listen carefully for hollow-sounding tiles as you
walk on them

WALLS

|:| Look up to the ceiling and at the walls to
spot any cracks

|:| Visit on a rainy day and check for water
seepage on the walls

[ ] Check the walls carefully and run a hand
across to ensure the surface is smooth and
nicely completed

MAIN DOOR AND GATE

[ ] Open and close them several times to
ensure they work smoothly

[ ] Listen out for screeching sounds - it could be
a sign of misaligned doors or gates

[ ] Ensure that all the mechanisms like the hinge,
handle, latch etc are firmly fitted with no
loose screws

|:| Check for rusty hinges or gate frame. If you
have a door magnet, make sure that it
sticks properly

[ ]7ry the doorbell to make sure both the switch
and the bell work

|:| Check the peephole. If it is not properly
aligned, you won't be able to look through
clearly

|:| Try all the keys to every door in the house
to ensure they work. This includes window
grilles

|:| Don't forget to test the letterbox key too

CARPENTRY WORK IN KITCHEN, LIVING
ROOM AND BEDROOMS

|:| Check that the swing doors' or sliding doors'
hinges function properly and open smoothly

|:| Check that the doors are aligned properly

[ ] Look out for scratches or chips on the doors or
cabinet bodies

|:| Pull out the drawers to check if they open
smoothly, and are properly aligned

|:| Check through the carpentry to spot any
sharp edges that needs the contractor to file
down or even replace

ELECTRICAL WORKS

[ ] Ensure that the electrical sockets are not
damaged or rusty, and are working fine.
Use a say, handphone charger or any sort
of light to check.
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